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1. Introduction 

The Manam language is spoken by all the approximately 7000 people on 
Manam and Boesa Islands, Bogia District, Madang Province in Papua New 
Guinea. It is an Austronesian language in the Schouten Family. There is 
partial mutual intelligibility with its closest neighbour, Miem, spoken on 
Biem, Kadovar, Ruprup and Uei Islands to the Northwest. No major dialect 
divisions have been identified in Manam but some small regional 
phonological and lexical differences can be noted. 

Some early work was done on the language by Wedgwood (1934) and 
Bohm (1975). Later Lichtenberk (1983) produced a complete grammar of 
Manam. 

Data were recorded by the author over a period of three years in residence 
on Manam in Kuluguma Village beginning in September 1978. In addition 
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to numerous informants from Kuluguma Village, Barnabas Manabung from 
Kolang Village reviewed the data for completeness and accuracy. 
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